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When the War Drum Throbs in the Theatrel
By Heywood Broun

DRUMBEATS very largely
drown the 'drama. While
perhaps one long play and

'two short enes of notable worth have
-... ! ,yt been pro-

^ by Beulah
Heywood Broun Djx. »The

N'ew Word" and "The Old Lady
Shows Her Medals," by James Barrie.

Barries Sympathy and Charm In Two
Plays Make Strong Appeal.Others
Presented Are Mostly Mud and Fluff

We never liked "Mo.loch" much.
In its expression of a passionate
hatred of war it was often unfair.
Moreover, in the midst of a world
conflict which absorbed the interests
of every one the author adopted the
doubtful dramatic expedient of deal¬
ing: with war in the abstract. Her
contending forces were the Reds
and the Blues, or something of the
kind, when all her audiences were

composed of people who wanted to
know about the English and the
French and the Belgians and the
Russians and the Germans. And yet,

no matter how much anybody cared
to quarrel with the methods of Miss
Dix or her propagandic point of
view, there was no denying the flash
and brilliance of some of her scenes.
No audience will ever forget the
wonderful moment in the play when
the soldier, discovering that his of¬
ficer had been murdered, throws
back the curtains and cries, "Who
has done this?" The scene finally
wound up in a more or less melo¬
dramatic burst of energy in which
the house was battered down, but
the moment of suspense in which
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BROOKLYN - NEW YORK
STORE CLOSES AT 5 P. M..SATURDAYS AT NOON

^ jq m Livingston St.
¿>CifflC Elm Place

Tomorrow.The First Day of Inspec¬
tion in Loeser's Finest Summer

Furniture Sale
T HE TIME EXPECTED OF MANY IS

HERE. Tomorrow t<he doors swing,
open on a Loeser event never surpassed

.the great August Sale of Furniture, this
year bettering every record, despite notable
difficulties that proved too great for many to
overcome.

We are proud of this sale. We are proud
of the Furniture. We are proud especially
of the achievement at this time of bringing
to the homes of prudent people the oppor¬
tunity to make

to 50% Savings on the Best Furniture That American Skill and Money Can Produce
Three great floors of this line Furniture will await vour selection tomorrow.
Three days will give you ample time to give thought and discrimination to your selection; to prove

by careful examination that Loeser Furniture is the true, well designed, strongly built Furniture that will serve
you bes.t, and on which savings of a tenth to half mean the most.

You can make this Monday and the two days that follow days long to be recalled with pleasure in
your home if you accept this invitation to make your reservations before the sale starts.

Third, Fourth and Ftith Floors.

3,000 Pairs Women's Two-Clasp Silk
Gloves, 39c

A Price Lower Than To-Day's Wholesale Cost
THE SEASON'S RECORD LOW PRICE for Silk Gloves of this quality. Of excellent

silk, two-clasp style, with self stitched backs and double finger tips.
The size range is not quite complete ;'but women who secure their size secure

the best Glove value of the summer.
Main Floor. Non« Sent C. O. D.
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32-Inch Dress Ginghams at 39c. Yard
In Lengths of Two to Seven Yards Only

EVERY WOMAN who would like another pretty wash frock or two should see these
fine Ginghams that we shall sell tomorrow at 39c. a yard.

Exceptionally fine qualities in handsome plaids, sport stripes, checks and plain
colors, sold only by the length, which are from 2 to 7 yards long, 39c. a yard.

36-Inch Printed Voiles at 25c. Yard
Sheer Chiffon Voiles, printed in pretty checks and

handsome attractive plaids.
25c. Printed Batistes at 16c

Sheer organdy finished Batiste in white with dainty
floral patterns, printed in a variety of colors.

Second Floor.

36-Inch Printed Percales at 25c
Twenty-two hundred yards of printed Percales in

a wide assortment of stripes and small figures suit¬
able for housedresses, boys' blouses, men's shirts, etc.
Less than to-day's wholesale price at 25c a yard.

75c. Imported Printed Voiles at 39c
High grade imported Voiles, printed in small floral

and calico patterns on white and tinted grounds.

Men's Summer Suits Down to $23.50
That Were as High as $30

MEN WHO KNOW LOESER CLOTHES, who know what goes into Suits of the better
grade that bear the Loeser label, will need no second word to resolve to turn this
clearance to their advantage.

You will find Suits here that have been $30 ; you can choose a Suit that will serve you
far into the fall and will still be wearable next season; you can find ¡a worsted, flannel,
cheviot or cassimere in the shade that you like, the style you prefer.

This is your invitation to an opportunity that involves the advantage of Loeser tailor¬
ing, Loeser standards, Löeser workmanship, j oined to an economy that is surely going to be
a difficult thing to find in the future.

500 Men's Worsted Trousers )
100 Striped Flannel Trousers ) $3.75

The opportunity to add practically two Suits to your summer outfit.one for business and one for
outing wear.for only a dark coat is needed to complete' the whole in either case.

The opportunity also to buy well cut, well made Trousers for almost the cost of the materials in them.
for worsted trousers are scarce to find even at a price above $5, and the striped flannels were priced at
Loeser's $S and $6.50.

Men's Store, Main Floor, Elm Place.

A Very Fortunate Purchase Brings a Sale of
$4 and $5 Sun-Rain Umbrellas at $2.98
ACAPTURE OF 250 of these smart, double-service Umbrellas, particularly fortunate

to come at the time when sudden summer showers may necessitate instant conver¬
sion of the sunshade to purposes of protection.

Navy, purple, green and black covers of all silk taffeta, made over the best 8-rib frames and fitted
with cases to match.

A very smart assortment of handles.plain and carved mission and ebonoids, trimmed with bakélite,with silk cord wrist loops to match.
The quantity being limited, we are obliged to restrict the sale to one only to . customer. None will

be sent C. O. D. and none will be reserved for mail or telephone orders.
Main Floor,» Bond Street.

everybody wondered what the sol-1
diers would do was one of the big
seconds of modern drama. Again
the author achieved a remarkably
poignant effect at the end of her
play, when the armies, now thor¬
oughly disillusionized, are marching
off to a second war to the same
tune3 which blared excitement and
enthusiasm earlier in the play.
The merit of Miss Dix's play lay

in the eloquent expression of a deep
passion, a hatred of war. There is
no passion in Barrie, but there is
extraordinary sympathy and felicity
of mood and expression. We wish it
were possible to write two lines
upon another about Barrie without
using the word "charm," but, even
if you close all the doors, it will pop
in through a window like Peter Pan.
The more striking play of the two
is "The New Word." In this Barrie
deals humorously, but altogether
sympathetically, with Bi'itish reti¬
cence. He writes a scene in which a
father is saying goodby to his son
who is off to the wars. Both want
to part with an expression of af¬
fection, and yet both dread it like
the very devil. Barrie is able to
show that the reticence of the Brit¬
ish, which many of us mistake for
mere swank, is no such thing but an

exaggerated fear of intruding an
emotion upon somebody else. We
rode once in a train with four young
English second lieutenants. It was
a five-hour journey, and yet the
young soldiers exchanged not a sin¬
gle word. Now, not one of these
subalterns was in the Idbst conscious
of his own importance. All had
seen service in a war whose casu¬
alty lists say "Unless otherwise
specified.second lieutenant." But
each feared to address a remark to
any one of his companions for fear
of intruding upon a well preserved
privacy.

In "The Old Lady Shows Her
Medals" Barrie told the story of a
charwoman who had no man at the
front and invented one only to have
him come hack and confront her
with the false claim. Of course, it
all ended by his adopting the old
lady as a mother, and it is to hei
his medals and mementoes com«
when he is killed. This story is
ordinary enough, but it was illu¬
mined with rare humor and a skil¬
ful grasp of moods. It went ai
times just a little deeper than th«
usual Barrie soundings. Perhapt
Mr. Barrie knows that when í
child laughs his next reaction i:
likely to be tears. At any rate
Barrie is able to destroy the bal
anee of his audience by making hi¡
people laugh, and then, when he hai
them plastic, he finds no great dif
ficulty in making them cry.

It is not a difficult matter to mak«
people in a theatre cry. Even chea¡
and shoddy expressions of certaii
sentiments will suffice while foil
are in the mood, but the author wh'
captures an audience in that wa;
must pay a price. When they hav
done crying and the curtain is dowi
and the illusion gone they will hat
him. He has tricked them. Bu
Barrie has literary as well as pure
ly dramatic charm. You may if yo
will read the lines which made yo
tearful in the theatre and it is prole
able that the decision will be "I ha
a perfect right to cry at that."

Barrie's success in treating th
war dramatically, as exemplified i
these two little plays, is largely du
to his method of isolating little se(
tions of it. He does not treat of th
great tendencies of the conflict, bt
of its reaction on small group
Obviously this is the only possibl
rather than dramatic. In its large
aspects it is too vast to be brougl
within the walls of a theatre. Aft(
all, a contest between two men
more dramatic than a battle with
million on either side, even if
were possible to portray such a ba
tie.

Curiously enough, many of Ü
war dramatists have not been coi
tent to take their stories off the ba
tlefield. A number of plays have ii
vaded the trenches. There was, f<
instance, "An American Ace."
which the audience saw troops {
over the top, an air raid and a ba
tie in the clouds. Two of the scen<
were mechanically ineffective, bi¬
as a matter of fact, the most res
istic one was the least dramat:
While it is true that the supportii
artillery was somewhat close to t!
infantry, the scene in which t
American troops attacked t
Boches did have at least a sei

blance of the roar of battle. Inde«
the noise was so loud, the dust
thick and the smell of powder
poignant that everybody sitti
near the stage needed a dugc

rather more than an orchestra
stage. The playwright succeeded in
making the spectators so distinctly
uncomfortable that they didn't give
a rap how his story came out if only
the din would cease.

It is probably fair to say, then,
that in the countries which have
seen most of the war there is no de¬
sire to view over-faithful slices of
life in the theatre. The revolt
against naturalism is not founded
entirely on the horrors of war. Both
here and in England the conform¬
ity of opinion has not a little to do
with turning dramatists away from
serious plays. It is difficult, of
course, to write a serious modern
play without touching upon the war,
and as soon as the dramatist
reaches the conflict his opinion is al¬
ready formed. Most people in both
countries are thinking alike, any¬
way, and the minorities are largely
compelled in one way or another to
conform. There is, therefore, al¬
most no field for the conflict so nec¬
essary to drama. If a playwright
brings a pacifist on the stage in the
first act the audience is not likely
to become unduly interested in his
progress, since they know perfectly
well that he will be converted some
little time before the final curtain.
In Lavedan's "Service," which Mrs.
Fiske produced here, the conversion
was long delayed and so insufficient¬
ly motivated that the audiences
would have none of it.
Of course, Germans are even

more out of the question than paci¬
fists for dramatic purposes. . With
the exception of Shaw, no English
or American writer has been able to
summon enough tolerance or good
humor in drawing a Teuton to make
him anything but a lay figure of vil-
lany. And yet "The Inca of Peru-
salem," with all its restraint, was s
more damning portrait of Wilhelrr
than "The Beast of Berlin" or "Tc
Hell with the Kaiser" or any of th(
more simple and direct attacks upoi
the German ruler.
As a rule, the most unpleasan"

thing a dramatist can do to anybod*
whom he does not like is to satiriz«
him. Few of our authors can usi
satire now. It demands a frigid im
personal attitude which will be dif
ficult to attain until some time afte
the war. The failure of satire whei
allowed to boil over was illustrate!
in "Her Country." This little play
which came here by way of Eng
land, undertook to revealthe life o
the German at home. It began in
terestingly and amusingly as th
authors fenced about with the sub
ject driving the rapier home agaii
and again. Presently, howevei
Berier lost his temper. The rapie
was not enough. He discarded i
for an axe, a crowbar and a pair o
brass knuckles. Then he went t
work again, but it was much to
bloody a job to be accepted as satin
It is possible to write satire on wa
subjects if the Germans are rigoi
ously excluded. "General Post" wo
an amusing study of the breakdow
of British social prejudices undc
war conditions. It failed to attrai
attention here.
A very fruitful and popular fie!

of war play lies in melodrama. W
have seen no first class war mel
drama on the stage in the last thr«
seasons, but there have been a nun
ber of successful ones. Some ha*,
dared the difficulties of representir
battles, fights with submarines ar
such like, but all these things ha*
been kept to a small scale by tyir
them up closely to the fortunen i

individual, and usually an obscu:
one. Thus Roi Cooper Megri
placed the credit of winning tl
Battle of the Marne to his hero, wl
was a young English officer, if \

remember correctly. Again, if o:

memory is not at fault, he won t!
battle to please a young wom¡
whom he wanted to marry. Tr
may seem a little far-fetched, but
is sound melodramatic treatmei
One cannot picture the spirit of
nation in a melodrama. As a matt
of fact, Megrue's play has served
a model for a long line of war me
drama.

It is probable that the only se

ous plays to be seen here next s«

son will concern the war. As lo
as the war remains the one 01

standing problem of the world it w
be impossible to make audiences d
play deep interest in any other pr<
lern. It is possible, however,
make the audience forget the \\

for a little while by asking that
consider something trivial. We v

have many melodramas and fare
and perhaps a very few serie
plays about the war. But if we ;

at all like our cousins across

ocean, which we used to call the
pond, the chief distraction while
period of distress continues will
the musical show. If people want
forget what is going on, and th
seems to be no reasonable doubt t
they do, they want a show wh
tinkles. That seems to be the o

way to keep the big guns out ol
ears.
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Store Open» at 9 A. M. Cloies 5 P. M..Saturdays at 12. Weather.Fait.

The Half-Yearly Furniture Sale
An Extraordinary Assemblage.Rich in Beauty and Lasting Satis¬faction. At Savings Ranging From 10 to SO Per Cent.

Again this Semi-annual Sale qualifies, in the merit and diversityof its offerings, as

Brooklyn's Foremost Furniture Event
Besides the great number of pieces selected from our own superbstock, at large and plainly marked price-reductions, it offers remark¬able economies in special groups of

Dining Room. Furniture,
Upholstered Living Room

Furniture
Bedroom Ftimiture
Brass Bedsteads

Hygienic Bedding
.giving opportunities for home-
furnishing thafrwill be particu¬larly appreciated in view of
later certain rises in price.
From the great number of

suites and individual pieces in
the Sale we can choose but a
few for illustration.
Furniture Bought Now Will

Be Held for Later De¬
livery if Desired

Heppelwhite Bedroom Suite Special at $270.00
A graceful design, in white enamel or American walnut

ish; mahogany drawer-bottoms. Separately:.
Bureau, $75.00 Chifforobe, $75.00
Dressing Table, $55.00 Full-size Bedstead, $65.00

Twin Bedsteads, $65.00 Each

fin-

Davenport Table, $27.00
Mahogany top; I8x6t¡ in.; the
base in mahogany finish; grace¬
ful design.

Day Bed, $25.00
An extraordinarily low price for
this Day Bed, COMPLETE.
Mahogany finished frame box
spring made in our own factory;
choice of cretonne, coverings.

-~*í^*-

William and Mary
Dining Room Suite

^-^j^ $325.00 from $477.00
ig Ten pieces, in American wal-
vnut; Buffet, 66 in.; China Closet,
48 in., with secret silver drawer;
Serving Table, 44 in.; Extension
Table, 48-in. top; one Arm Chair
and five Side Chairs, in blue Span¬
ish leather.

Fourth Floor, Fust and Central Building».

Cotton Shadow Flouncings, 29c. yard.
Street Floor, Central Building.

Men's Cotton Socks, 19c. pair.
Street Floor, Fast Building.

Men's Made-to-Measure Suits.clearance at $30.00.
Third Floor. Men's Shop, Fas' Building.

Mercerized Poplin at 35c. yard.
Street Floor, East Building,

Hemmed Bed Spreads at $3.98 each.
Subwaj "¡"loor, West Building.

Stamped Centrepieces at 69c; formerly $1.10.r
Third Floor, Central Building*.

2,000 Men's All-Linen Handkerchiefs, 17c. each.
Street Floor, «.'entrai Bullding;.

"North Star" Refrigerators, Cottage Style, $15.98,
from $21.45. Subway Floor, Fast Building.

550 Boys' Wash Suits at $1.29; regular $2.50 grades..«F* w j
Second Floor, West Building.

1,000 Useful Lengths of Dress Fabrics at Great
Reductions.

Street Floor. West Building.
Men's Ready Made Suits, exceptional values at

$16.50.
Street Floor, Men's Si.op. Fas-. Building.

32c. Priscilla Coifee at 27c. pound. (U. S. Food
Administration License No. G 03078.)

Third Floor, West Building.

Royal Wilton Carpet3, $3.48 yard.J
Third Floor. Fast Building.

Pink Batiste Nightgowns, in two styles, 94c.
Second Floor, Fast Building.

Lace and Scrim Curtains, 89c. pair; formerly $1.35
and $1.95 pair.

Third Floor, «"entrai Building.
1 200 Men's Nightshirts at 98c. each.

Street Floor, Eaat Building.

Women's Cloth and Silk Coats at $16.95 to $42.50;
were $24.95 to $69.95.

Second Floor, t'entrai Building.Women's Tub Skirts at $2.95 to $3.95; formerly
$3.50 to $4.95.

Second F ntral Building.Table Glassware.special at 12c. to 29c. each.
-;i .way r «or, C itral Building.2,000 Boxes of Tigris Linen Stationery at 25c. a box.

Street Floor. East BuildingWomen's Summer Dresses at $11.98, $16.75 and
$24.00.

Hudson Seal (Dyed Muskrat) Coats, $175" $185,$235 to $625.
Second Floor. Central Building.Black Shower-proof Foulard at $1.49 yard, from

$2.49.
Streel ITloor. West Building.Women's Bronze Kidskin Oxfords, $4.25, from $6.95.
Second Floor. Weal Bui,ding.Women's Hosiery, black and white, seamiess, 29c.

Voile Blouses, $1.39, reduced from $1.98 and $2.98.
Second Floor. Fast Building.Misses' Voile Dresses, $3.75.

Second Floor, Central Building.Women's Ribbed Vests, 19c.
Street Floor. Centra] Building.C. B. a la Spirite Corsets, $1.98, from $2.50.

8« cond lor, East Building.Printed Voiles at 39c. yard.
Streel or. West Building.Men's Straw Hats at 98c, were $1.95.

Street Floor. Uen'a Shop Fast Building.Bronze Desk Lamps, $3.49, from $5.98.
Third Flo r Centra! Building.Children s Princess Slips, 98c. to $1.25.
Second Floor. Fast Building.

Watch for the Very Important TUESDAY BARGAINS
Which Are NOT ADVERTISED, but May Be Recognized by SpecialSigns Displayed in Various Departments Throughout the Store.


